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Chapter Seventeen BATE 2 0 07 

In the Shadow of the Cold War (U) 

The Nazi war criminal investigations labored under the shadow of the Cold War. 

When the Office of Special Investigations reached an agreement with Soviet authorities 
in 1980 to interview witnesses and collect evidence behind the Iron Curtain, doubts arose 
concerning the motives behind Soviet cooperation. 1 Many ethnic groups, especially those 
from the Baltic States and other Eastern European countries, blasted OSI as a tool for 
Soviet KGB disinformation activities to discredit anticommunists living in the United 
States by affixing the “fascist” label on groups that resisted Moscow’s oppressive rule. 

They directed vehement protests against Allan A. Ryan, Jr., OSI’s director, for his work 
in fostering cooperation with the Soviet regime and his description of the Ukrainian role 
during World War II in his 1984 book, Quiet Neighbors?- (U) 

During the 1970s and the 1980s, the Central Intelligence Agency grew 
increasingly aware of the importance that Soviet intelligence placed on “active 
measures.” The KGB, in fact, had a branch in the First Chief Directorate dedicated to 




1 For a discussion of OSI’s agreement with the Soviets, see Ryan, Quiet Neighbors, pp. 65-93. 
(U) 



^Examples of emigre writings against OSI are seen in National Confederation of American 
Ethnic Groups, Inc., Victory Without Fear: A Response to OSFs “Nazi Hunting” Experiment 
(Irvington, N.J.: n.p., 1985), and various articles in Boshyk, ed., Ukraine during World War II. 
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